Senator Lamar Alexander






May 1, 2008
455 DIRKSEN SENATE OFFICE BUILDING

WASHINGTON DC 20510

Dear Senator Alexander –

I am writing today in support of S 616, the “The HIPAA Recreational Injury Technical Correction Act.”  Senator, this legislation addresses a loophole caused by a Department of Health and Human Services rule making it possible for health care benefits to be denied to those who are injured while participating in legal transportation and recreational activities like motorcycling, snowmobiling, skiing, horseback riding, and all-terrain vehicle riding.

On August 21, 1996 President Clinton signed the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA), prohibiting employers from denying health-care coverage based on a worker’s pre-existing medical conditions or participation in legal activities, such as motorcycling.  In 2001, the Department of Health and Human Services released the final rules that would govern the HIPAA law. While the rules recognize that employers cannot refuse health care coverage to an employee on the basis of their participation in a recognized legal activity, their benefits can be denied for injuries sustained in connection with those activities!
Senator, please sign on as a co-sponsor and close this small but important loophole.  Many Americans have no idea that their health care coverage may not extend to their perfectly legal outdoor activities, or that they are risking their physical and financial health by riding a motorcycle to save gas.  Thank you, Senator.
Respectfully,

